Youth Canada 2024 Application Essays and Short Answers

Eligibility:
Please confirm that you meet ALL of the following Canada program eligibility requirements:
1. I have current or recent experience working with youth in a high school or community setting and have a demonstrated interest in assisting youth to become productive and responsible members of society.
2. I am prepared to support youth participants in developing and implementing community projects in their own communities after the exchange and am willing and able to meet periodically with selected students during the academic year.
3. I have sufficient proficiency in the language of the exchange (English) to participate fully in all exchange activities.  
4. I am able to pass a criminal background record check and will submit a record as part of my application.
5. I am a citizen and resident of the country I will be representing on the exchange.
6. If I am a Youth Ambassador Alumni, five years have passed since my initial exchange.

Leadership and Community Service:
Please answer in English: How does your work experience demonstrate your leadership ability and commitment to service in your community?

In English, please list all activities relevant for Youth Ambassadors that you currently participate in, volunteer with, or for which you serve as an advisor (i.e. school clubs, sports teams, youth organizations, community service activities, leisure time activities).  Please also include how you have been involved and for how long. Briefly describe what they mean to you in English.

Optional Video in English:
Please record a two-minute video (or audio) clip of yourself answering “What would you want your host family to know about you and your culture?” and What would you want to know about your host family and their culture?” in the language of the program that you are applying to. For example, if the program that you are applying to is in English, submit a video in English. (Upload your video or audio clip to a video sharing platform like YouTube, Vimeo, or DailyMotion and insert the URL here below.) Please follow the following security instructions: If using YouTube, please set your video privacy setting to “Unlisted” so only viewers with the direct link will be able to view it.

Essays:
Plagiarism will result in the removal of your application from consideration. This means that if your answers are exactly the same as those of another applicant, both people will be disqualified. Although essays serve as a way to evaluate your written English skills, you will also be evaluated on the content of your responses and the ideas presented in your essays.

Plagiarism disclaimer: I confirm that my responses to the essay questions and scenarios are my own work and I understand that plagiarism will result in the removal of my application from consideration for the Youth Ambassadors Program.

Part of your role as an adult educator is working with staff to support Youth Ambassadors during the cultural exchange, and during the follow-on segment, where completing a community service project is required for youth participants. Keeping this in mind, please respond to the following questions in clear English and in your own words.

Essay 1: Adult Educators provide leadership, mentorship and project management support during the cultural exchange and follow-on segment of the Youth Ambassadors Program. In 300 words or less, please describe what motivated you to apply to this program and how this exchange will benefit your work with youth in your community? What professional goals do you hope to obtain as a result of participating in this program?

In 400 words or less, please write a response addressing the following scenarios. Write your response in clear English and in your own words.

Scenario 1: As an adult participant you will be responsible for traveling with the students, many who have never traveled outside of their home country before. What would you do if you were traveling with a group of students and a student became ill right before you boarded the plane to return home? How would you handle the situation? What would be your plan regarding the other students? How would you communicate with the other adults?

Scenario 2: You’ve returned home after the cultural exchange. What strategies will you implement to help motivate the Youth Ambassadors to be involved in their communities? How will you help them succeed in implementing their community service projects? How will you balance this follow-on responsibility, while also managing the responsibilities and time commitments that already exist in your professional and personal life?
